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A Message from the President

Folks,
The leaves have been engulfed by the snow. I thought they were never going to leave. Every 

morning I check the fields for new footprints. My yard has become Deer Central, and the dogs can’t 
get enough. Sometimes I wish my desires were as simple as those of my canine friends. And, on 
lucky days they are.

Here we are, about to exit from the 2025 holiday season and start the new year. Something fresh 
and new to look forward to. It’s time to start your Showcase projects. You did get your shop cleaned, 
right?

Another fresh item. I have decided not to pursue another term as NWA President. In a couple 
months, the Nominations Committee will begin the hunt for new officers. If approached, I hope you 
will consider a term of service.

Be Safe. Be Warm. Be Kind.
In friendship and sawdust,
Kay

Mid-Hudson Holds Holiday Sale and Show
By Wally Cook

The Mid-Hudson Holiday 
Sale and Show was held 
on November 29, featuring 
woodworking demonstrations 
and gift items. Proceeds from 
the show went to the building 
improvement fund for the new 
NWA Mid-Hudson Shop. In 
addition, members were also 
invited to offer their own items 
at private sales tables.

Local businesses donated 
many items to support the  
Mid-Hudson effort. Lead 
organizer Karen Amodeo 
packaged these donations into 
seven baskets that were raffled 
during the day. Bill Sterling brought an exhibit of luthier tools and projects.
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The event was held in the Hurley Reformed Church Hall, attracting several visitors. Two new NWA 
members were signed up at the show, and many more folks took away applications.

Demonstrations were provided by the Hand tool SIG. These included constructing a Moravian 
workbench, demonstrations of luthier tools and guitar making, riving, using a shave horse, 
woodturning, and a toy making booth.

Brad Conklin also brought his fan favorite ROBOX exhibit, which was animated to the song, Eye of 
the Tiger, from Top Gun.

Attendees were also encouraged to vote for a people’s choice award. Dave Ruger made the 
winning item, a large, segmented bowl with a sailboat motif.

 David Hambleton demonstrated his 
shave horse.

Ben Markwell won one of the raffle baskets of donated 
items.

Karen Amodeo presents Dave Ruger with the People’s Choice Award for his 
segmented bowl.
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Linda Cook and Brad Conklin look over Brad’s ROBOX creation.
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OFFICERS
Some recent position changes

are not yet reflected

President - Kay McCampbell,
nwa.president@woodworker.org

Vice President/Program Chair
Roy Richardson

Recording Secretary - Linda Reiss

Treasurer - Alan Hayes

Executive Secretary - Vacant

NWA BOARD MEMBERS
Mid-Hudson Rep: Pete Chast 

Board Members at Large:
Jordan Mapes
Diane Balch
Doug Wildes 

Board Member Emeritus:
Charlie Goddard

Mid-Hudson Chapter 
Bill Sterling, President

Rich Cerruto, Vice President
Patsy Boisvert, Treasurer

Phil Dudek, Secretary
 

CHAIR/CONTACT PERSONS
Auction and Hospitality

Lee Hilt,
nwaauction1@gmail.com

Education 
Chair - Chuck Thorne,

nwasearch1@gmail.com
Registrar -  Frank Necaise,

nwaeducation1@gmail.com 

Fiske Fund Committee
Constituted as of October 28, 2025

Chair: Robert Fleury
Bob DelSignore
John Kingsley
Jim Lefebvre
Steven Mapes
Nick Piedmont

Historian
Wayne Distin

Library
Susan Hill 

LCOC
Ray Puffer

Membership
David Peterson,

nwa.membership@woodworker.org

Newsletter Editor
John Michne,

jmichne1@nycap.rr.com

Publicity
John Olenik 

Showcase Chair
Dave Rustin,

nwa.showcase.chair2@gmail.com

Totally Turning Chair
Todd Gunter

KWA News
By Wally Cook

New Equipment: It has 
been an active month for 
the KWA. The Kaatskill 
Woodturners purchased 
a new Powermatic PM 
2014 lathe for the Mid-
Hudson Shop. The lathe 
will replace a Nova DVR 
which is being retired. The 
Powermatic represents a 
solid learning machine for 
our class of new turners 
on Thursday evenings. 
The lathe was funded by 
individual donations from 
twenty-two KWA members. 
The lathe will be fitted with 
3” wheels for flexibility in 
storage.

Sphere Turning 
Demo: Don Orr provided 
a demonstration of 
sphere turning at the 
December meeting. 
Don covered a variety of 
approaches for making 
spheres, including two 
different jigs. The demo 
was a great deal of fun – 
and highly informative. 
There are four methods 
for turning spheres (see 
docgreenwoodturner.com 
for a good explanation):
1.	 Use a Template: cutout 
of negative space or use 
rings to refine flat spots.
2.	 Straight-line Method: 
mark longitudinal lines 
at prescribed points on a 
cylinder with tenons on  
each side, cut direct angles 
to each mark and continue 
to add more longitudes for refinement.
3. 	Shadow: Shine a bright light directly over the rough sphere and 
refine the shadow to a circle with sequential light cuts.

Stan Pressner and Greg Lapp cannot wait for the new 
PM lathe to ‘grow up’ (it will be fitted with 3” wheels).

Don Orr showed the use of a sphere turning jig. This 
one is a standard radial cutting arc.
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4. 	Ghost: Observe the top of 
the spinning rough sphere 
shape and turn away the 
“ghost”

Don described each 
method. Note that once a 
sphere is roughed out, jigs can 
help standardize the process. 
There are a variety of sphere 
jigs on the market. Don used 
two different styles of jigs: one 
using a radial cutting arc and 
one using a vertical cutting arc. 
The first jig had no product 
identification, but looked like 
a Paul Howard Sphere jig, The 
second was a Chefware EZ 
Sphere Combo jig (this jig can 
also be adapted for creating 
wooden threads). Both were 
a little fussy to set up but 
worked fine once in place. The 
vertical cutting arc (over the 
top of the sphere) looked easy 
to control.

Once the sphere is refined, 
the tenons on each side are 
reduced and the remaining 
nubs can be eliminated by 
placing the ball between cup 
centers and turning off the 
“ghost.” Don did a beautiful 
job – each sphere seemed 
perfectly round – and they 
passed Don’s rolling test!

Other Projects: Kathy Prisco 
and Martin McNally led a class 
in making cutting boards. The 
class was completed over two 
evenings at the MH Shop. 
Each student chose their own 
combination of exotic woods 
and every board was unique.

Ben Markwell and the 
Hand Tool SIG continue to 
work on building a Moravian 
workbench. Ben posted 
a video of their status at 
Moravian bench progress 
report - 2 - YouTube

Melly Limoncelli shows off her cutting board from 
the class Kathy Prisco conducted.

The Chefware EZ Sphere jig has a vertical cutting 
radius over the top of the ball.

Nubs left from the tenons are cleaned up between 
cup centers.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1Pop6nbkgg&t=66s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1Pop6nbkgg&t=66s


NWA Throws a Holiday Party
By Susan McDermott

December 11, 2025, was a 
bitter wintry night, but faithful 
NWA members arrived at 
the Learning Center at 6 PM 
with all manner of foods for 
a holiday potluck. It was the 
best opportunity for members, 
spouses, and children to gather 
and socialize.

Throughout the year, most 
of our activities are focused 
on our respective Special 
Interest Groups (SIGs), which 
often means our interactions 
are limited to these smaller 
circles. However, our monthly 
meetings, the annual Showcase, 
and potluck gatherings serve 
as important opportunities 
for us to come together as a 
larger community. These events 

Members enjoying delicious food.

President Kay McCampbell. Vice President Roy Richardson.
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help foster renewed 
connections among 
members, strengthening 
our sense of unity and 
collaboration as an 
organization.

President Kay 
McCampbell gave 
her greetings and an 
announcement that 
she will step down as 
President in March 2026. 
We all thank her for 
her service in a rather 
thankless job that needed 
her leadership these 
past two years. Please 
anticipate the vacancy 
and nominate a worthy replacement, such as yourself.

Vice President Roy Richardson greeted us with a few announcements and encouragements to 
volunteer to fill the many positions for March 2026 Showcase. Volunteer coordinator Learay Silvia 
sends out weekly appeals on Constant Contact for volunteers to sign up for specific duties. She 
coordinates with about a hundred volunteers for many critical time slots for the three-day event 
(including set up and take-down).

The Crafters have a project planned to be raffled off at Showcase. Dave Mobley showed us a sketch 
of a Shaker style bookcase to be made of white oak from the Shaker Barn supply and a donation by 
Juliana Shei. White oak was selected for its tan/brown color, hardness, water resistance, with closed 
pores. Watch the progress of this bookcase building in the next newsletter.

Juliana Shei ran a small raffle of donated items.
Finally, we must mention the driving force behind this potluck party, Pam Bucci. She contributed a 

pot of chili, mulled cider, and hot chocolate, and made sure there were plates, cups, and cutlery. The 
appetizers and main dishes were placed on festive tablecloths in the main shop area while desserts 
filled the long Conference Room table.

More raffle items.Custom jig for raffle.

Crafters’ project for Showcase Raffle. A modest Pam Bucci.

6



7



Carver Doug Brown has a Big Birthday
Coming Up
By Diane Balch

On December 31, Doug Brown will celebrate Birthday #105. 
Friday, December 5, was a big day for Doug; he lead the Peru 
Tractor Parade as its Grand Marshal. Most people know Doug as the 
longtime owner of Peru Hardware, a rural mail carrier, and a World 
War II Veteran.

Pictured here is life-size (4 feet tall) heron he recently carved. 
He carves several hours daily in his home work shop. Doug, his 
daughter Gail Moore, and son-in-law Ed Moore are members of our 
Carving SIG.

Shaker Holiday Market Hits New High
By Linda Reiss

Thanks to the generous donations from many talented NWA members, we had record sales at the 
SHS Holiday Market this year achieving $4,000 in sales which will result in approximately $2,800 
contribution to the general fund.

For those of you who haven’t been to the Holiday Market, our booth is quite small, just six feet 
long by two feet wide and six feet tall, but we packed a lot of fabulous wood products in our space 
including turned and carved items and lots of small pieces for kids and the kitchen. The Market 
seems to grow in popularity every year and NWA is always a favorite stop for shoppers. Packing up 
after the sale was a snap this year as we had so little inventory remaining. Thank you again—our 
members are what makes NWA great!

P.S. a detailed list of what sold will be posted at the shop. Time to get ready for Showcase…
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Using Molding Planes
By Bruce Nelson

On December 16, Jim Pate made a presentation to the Hand Tool SIG titled “Using Molding 
Planes.” Jim mentioned that most of us have seen such planes at flea markets and antique venues, 
usually for $10 to $15, which makes them quite affordable. He promised to show us how these 
planes are not hard to use and can shape things in ways that modern powered tools cannot. Jim 
focused his discussion on hollows and rounds, while also briefly discussing complex molding planes. 
He briefly distinguished between wooden bench and molding planes.

Type		  Bench Planes	 Molding Planes
General Purpose	 Joinery	 Moldings/Curves

Examples		  Tongue and Groove, Dados,	 Complex: Elaborate Single Profile.
		  Rabbets	 Simple: Hollows and Rounds, 			 

			   Beading, Reeding, Nosing

Jim used several 
examples of the capabilities 
of these planes by 
referencing two structures 
near his home in Oneonta, 
NY: the Swart-Wilcox house 
(1807) and the Huntington 
Memorial Library (circa 
1902). Both have large, 
complex exterior and/
or interior moldings. He 
also showed examples 
of curved furniture 
that were produced by 
molding planes. Cutting 
moldings with planes 
can be both faster and 
cheaper than modern 
steel cutter assemblies. 
Jim recommended Matt 
Bickford’s book (referenced 
below) to understand how a vast number of 
complex molding profiles can be cut with 
simply a rabbet plane and hollows and rounds.

The basic design of wooden molding 
planes is more than two hundred years old. 
In the 1800s, the length of the planes was 
standardized to 91/2” inches. Beech is the most 
common species used in the bodies of the 
planes.

Hollows and rounds are sized by the radius 
of the blades, in 1/16” increments, a full set 
being thirty-six planes. For example, the radius 
of the blade of a No. 8 plane is 8/16ths or 1/2”. 

The sole of a complex molding plane.

Commonly a set is really a “half set.”  A “half 
set” of odds (numbered 1 through 17) or a “half 
set” of evens (numbered 2 through 18). Even 
sets are more common. According to Jim, the 
most useful sizes are 6, 8, 10, and 12. Most 
hollows and rounds cut one-sixth of a circle, or 
60 degrees. By rotating the plane, they can cut 
close to a 180-degree curve.

The width of the plane’s blade is equal to 
the radius of a circle. With the blade retracted, 
one should be able to mate the bottoms of 
corresponding (those with the same number 
or radius) hollow and rounds and see no light 
between them.

Appropriate projection of blade beyond body 
of a round plane.



The cutter or blade of the 
molding planes should mirror 
the shape of the bottom of 
the plane body. The blades 
are tapered toward their top, 
whereas the overlying wooden 
wedge is tapered toward the 
bottom, thus securing the blade 
within the plane body. The blade 
should barely extend beyond 
the profile of the plane bottom 
to minimize tear out and to 
produce a smooth cut. To obtain 
the appropriate projection of 
the blade, light hammer taps can 
advance the blade. If the blade 
projects too far, hammer taps to 
the rear of the plane body will 
reduce the blade’s projection. 
Some planes have integral 
hardwood strike buttons which 
can be struck with a hammer 
to slightly retract the blade and 
adjust its cutting depth. Strike 
buttons reduce wear on the rear 
of the plane. Jim stressed that 
hammer taps, not blows, are all 
that are required. Some of his 
hammers are as light as 2 oz. 
and can be purchased at Harbor 
Freight for a couple dollars.

The plane blades are laminated 
with tool steel on the bottom of the cutting edge which is forge-welded to soft iron for the remaining 
length of the blade. This was done as tool steel was more costly than soft iron. The plane blades do 
not have a breaker on top and therefore are not suitable for highly figured woods and hardwoods. 
However, there are molding planes with steeper blade angles that are intended for shaping 
hardwoods. The best wood to use to create moldings is straight-grained soft woods.

Sharpening of hollows and rounds is straight forward using narrow grinding wheels with rounded 
edges. Sharpening complex molding plane blades requires the use of multiple slip stones, such as 
those used by carvers to sharpen gouges, along with grinding cones such as a Cratex® cone which 
contains fine-grained silicon carbide in a rubber bond. Final honing can be done with a strop and 
fine abrasive paste.

Useful References:
Matt Bickford, Mouldings in Practice, Lost Art Press
William Louis Goodman, British Planemakers from 1700
Emile and Marty Pollak, A Guide to Makers of American Wooden Planes
Lie Nielsen, Tapered Molding Plane Iron Blanks. 

Hardwood strike button used to adjust blade projection. Laminated blade with darker, 
tool steel on bottom.

Thin, Norton C32A grinding wheel. Cratex fine-grained sharpening cone.
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For Sale: xTool D1 
Pro w/Extension Bed 
($1,100)
Includes: 40 Watt 
& 10Watt Laser 
Modules, Rotary 
Attachment, Air 
Assist, Honey Comb 
Bed Panel, Riser 
Feet, Safety Goggles
Call or text
Pete Lofrumento
for more
information at
(518) 330-5949.

Classifieds

For Sale: The KWA is selling a used Nova DVR 3000 lathe, 
located at the MH Shop. Price is $500 or best offer. Contact 
Stan Pressner (spressner@gmail.com) if interested.

For Sale: 14” Delta Bandsaw
(model 28-245).  Asking $325.
13 5/8” lateral clearance,
61/8” maximum cutting height.
Contact Ed (edjeep92@yahoo.com) 
if interested. 

Sawdust…Sawdust
Any way you say it -
Szczęśliwego Nowego Roku … Alles Gute zum neuen Jahr … 明けましておめでとう
Felice Anno Nuovo … С Новым годом … Feliz Año Nuevo …
Ευτυχισμένος ο καινούριος χρόνος …
 

Happy New Year!
Beth – Could you work your decorative magic here?  The Hebrew words (end of 3rd line) are in a
text box, since the Hebrew line begins on the right and that was the only way I could locate it.
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Wooden You Like to Know
By Charlie James

I did not know they 
sold a tool to lift stuck 
glue bottle tops until 
I recently saw them 
for sale online! I have 
been using a pair of 
electrician’s dykes for as 
long as I can remember. 
The dykes hang in a 
rack directly behind my 
bench and are easily 
reached. The dykes have 
a wedge shape, so place 
the tool under the cap, 
squeeze lightly on the handle, and use the leverage the tool gives you to lift the top and pop the dried 
glue out. Dykes are ubiquitous and easily found at garage sales for pennies on the dollar. Good luck 
and everyone enjoy the Holidays!
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIGs):

Adirondack Woodturners Association - The AWA holds a general meeting (usually including a live demonstration) at 6:00pm on 
the first Wednesday of each month (except for January and July, when the meetings fall on the second Wednesday).  AWA also 
hosts Open Turning where turners can come to learn and refine their skills from 5:30pm to 8:00pm on all other Wednesdays.  
Contact: Bill O'Brien at williamobrien33@hotmail.com.

Spindle and Pen Turners plus Introduction to Woodworking - Meets Mondays 9:00 AM to noon and Mondays 5:30 PM – 9:00 
PM, including holidays except Christmas. Contact: Pam Bucci at (518) 429-6440 or woolglass2@gmail.com.
Wednesday “Learn and Turn” sessions occur on alternate Wednesdays at the NWA Learning Center. These sessions run 5:30 PM 
to 8:45 PM. www.adirondackwoodturners.com Contact: Pam Bucci at (518) 429-6440 or woolglass2@gmail.com.

Kaatskill Woodturners - Also an AAW Chapter. Meetings are held at 12 noon on the second Saturday of the month at the KWA 
Shop, 2076 Sawkill-Ruby Road, Kingston, NY. Contact: Stan Pressner 917-535-4195 or spressner@me.com.
 
NWA Crafters - Meet Tuesdays and Saturdays 9:00 AM to noon. They provide public service woodworking for various charitable 
organizations, including the Double H Hole in the Woods camp for children, Saratoga Builders Association, the Warren 
Washington and Albany Counties ARC (A Respectful Commitment), and the Northeast Construction Trades Workforce Coalition 
which is the non-profit arm of Curtis Lumber. Sharing information, fellowship, education, and relating experiences are a major 
part of these sessions. Contact: Rick Bird biggrbird@gmail.com for more information.

The NWA Wood Carvers SIG – Meet Thursdays 5:00-8:30 PM all year at the NWA Learning Center located at 97 Railroad Avenue, 
Colonie, NY. The goal is to promote the art of wood carving and to have a good time doing it. The only prerequisite is a desire 
to carve while making new friends. Wood, tools, and patterns are available. Contact: Diane Balch at (518) 885-9899 or dbalch1@
nycap.rr.com.

Hand Tool SIG – Meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00-9:00 PM in the Herm Finkbeiner Education Center at 
97 Railroad Avenue, Colonie, NY. Contact: Dave Parkis at (518) 429-6581for further details: dparkis@nycap.rr.com.

Scrollers SIG – Meets Mondays 5:45 to 8:00 PM - new scrollers welcome. Wednesdays 5:45 to 8:00 PM - machine qualified 
scrollers only (possible demonstrations) Contact: Stephen Koonz (518) 290-0722 (text only)-

NWA Musical Instruments SIG – Meets at 97 Railroad Avenue shop 6:00 to 8:00 PM, second Tuesday of the month. Contacts: 
Jon Hedman, jonwhedman@gmail.com, (518) 399-7849; Ray Puffer, Ray.Puffer@gmail.com, (518) 272-6421; Eric Marczak, 
epm03@hotmail.com, (518) 872-9324.

CHAPTERS
NWA Mid-Hudson - The address and hours for the Mid-Hudson shop to be changed. Contact: Bill Sterling wster1156@aol.com or 
Wally Cook wally.cook@gmail.com for details.

Boat Building SIG – Tuesdays at Rich Cerruto’s shop in Gardiner, NY from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm with a lunch break.
r_cerruto@yahoo.com.

12


