If woodturning is your hobby, your passion, your art,
the American Association of Woodturners is for you.
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Membership Benefits

In addition to the benefit of joining one of the largest craft associations
in the country, currently greater than 13,600 members strong with more
than 325 local chapters in the United States and internationally, each
one-year membership includes:

American Woodturner

® Six issues of American Woodturner, official journal of the AAW,
each jam-packed with

- New one-of-a-kind projects
- Inspiration and insider secrets
- Time- and money-saving shop tips and techniques
- Step-by-step instructions with helpful how-to images and diagrams
- Beautiful color photos throughout
- Calendar of events, seminars, and exhibitions Rolly Munro

Bert Marsh

Education and Advice

e Annual AAW Symposium

e Expert woodturning advice at woodturner.org

e AAW Forum and members-only access on woodturner.org

e | ocal AAW chapters with local demonstrations, show-and-tell,
mentors, and tool and wood swaps

e Access to Educational Opportunity Grants for members
and AAW chapters

Opportunities
e Marketing opportunities on the AAW website for artists, ShectRld
collectors, galleries and museums

e Juried exhibit opportunities

John Ferrel

Insurance and Savings

e Bodily injury liability insurance furnished for members involved in
AAW activities

e Commercial property and liability insurance available for members
to purchase

e Group rates for health, life, and commercial business insurance

e Discounts on AAW books, DVDs, and logo merchandise with
savings up to 50%

e Access to merchandise discounts from multiple suppliers

Lou Metcalf

John Jordan

Click on the link below to check out our official website!

woodturner.org

Click on the “‘Join AAW” link for membership information.

Helga Winter

Or call: Toll free:

651-484-9094 8//7-595-9094



TURNING DISASTER

Even the best at risk without a face shield

N OCTOBER DAvID LANCASTER, a

professional turner of consummate

skills, was hit in the face with a
boawl. At the ime the bowl came off
the lathe, he wasn't 1-;_1|.u_'}"|inH it.

After the ambulance got him to the
emergency room it took 28 stitches to
pull his nose back together and other-
wise repair the damage done to his
face. Fortunately his eyes were only
blackened. At the time of the accident
he was not wearing a face shield or
safely glasses. Now the Weeks Mills,
ME, turner wears a ]1u4;kr::,.' player's
helmet, which is designed to protect
players from high speed projectiles
and other dangers of the game.

On April 28, 2000 Al Stirt of Enos-
burg falls, VT, an AAW Lifetime
Award Member and a professional
turner par excellence, was hit in the
face by a salad bowl. At the time he
was truing up the back of a 12-in.-dia.
salad bowl mounted between centers
... doing final cuts after drying the
piece, which had been green-turned.
He was not cutting aggressively.
There wasint a “cateh™. The bowl just
split in two. One half of the bowl hit
Al in the lip and nostril. He was not
wearing a face shield or safety glasses
al the time.

The plate broke loose

In August of 1997 I was in my shop
in Friendship, ME, taking a last cut on
an B-in.-dia. plale, cleaning up the
foot. | was alone at the ime; my wife
was oult running errands. [ was re-
verse turning, using a homemade disc
with three toggles to hold the piece in
place. The plate broke loose and hit
me on the left side of my face. The
ambulance dispatcher told me to take
my hand away from my eye and put
a compress on it to stanch the bleed-
ing. [ told him that I couldn't do thal.
“Why not?” he asked. ” Because I'm
atraid my eye will be in it and I don't

want o  see
that.”

It took 28
stitches under
and across my
eyebrow to
close up the
wound. The or-
bital bone
below the eve
and in the
cheek area was

broken. The
nerve  bundle
which passes
through  that

area was dam-
aged, numbing
a portion of the
left side of my
face. It remains
numb today
and probably
will remain so
for the rest of
my life. I was
not wearing a
face shield or
safety glasses at
the time. How-
ever, | was
wearing glasses
with polycar-
lenses,
the type that
bespectacled
Little Leaguers
are urged to
'I'ht}'
probably saved
my eye. Wal-
Mart replaced
them free of
charge as they
were shll under
warranty,

In the

bonate

WEAT.

Fall

2000 issue of this magazine, Tom Al-
brecht of Wilmette, IL, chronicled the

KEN KEOUGHAN

Dave Lancaster, above, Fc:”ﬂwing a frip fo the EMErgQency room.
The stitches and black eyes indicate the force with which he was
hit when a bowl came apart, The bowl itself was not that large,
as you can see by comparing it to the smashed glasses Dove
was wearing at the time of the accident.

uxplug‘.ir_ui af A ;.!;Iuvd—u'p red oak
cylinder 44-in.-long by 12-in, in diam-
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eter. He had completed three of four
columns he was making and was in
the final “sanding” phase of the
fourth. The dangerous work had al-
ready been completed

Jagged shards of red cak

I decided a lhittle more speed
would help get through this tedious
sanding process. 5o [ set the speed up
to 900 KEPM, reversed the motor,
grabbed my sanding block and hit the
green button. That's when all hell
broke loose ... I'm not sure what I no-
ticed first — the explosion, the sudden
darkness, or the void under my sand-
ing block where the column should
have been .... | was amazed nothing
BIG hit me. All the lights in a 20-ft. ra-
dius were shattered, my tool cabinet
and its contents were smashed, and
there were 3-ft, jagpged shards of torn
apart red oak all round me.” Tom
was wearing a face shield at the time,
He was notl hurt.

Bill W ohlfart, President of the Cen-
tral Florida Woaondturners [,'.|‘1i-1]:|h:1‘ al
AAW, described another adventure
with a 22-in.-dia. bowl with a large
bark inclusion coming apart. A chunk
tore out while he was turning the
piece. He knew he was in trouble.

800-lb lathe on the move

“Why is my B0D -lb. Nichols lathe
jumping up and down and walking
out of my garage? And can [ reach the
off switch without getting killed.”
The chunk that broke loose first hit
one of the steel tracks on which the
garage door travels, bending it about
3-in. and knocking it out of its
bracket, It then hit the track the chain
runsg in and knocked the cover offl the
light. Next il dropped on the car and
made three dents in the top and a
dent in the door. His wife was stand-
ing next to the car at the time. Bill
was not wearing a face shield. Fortu-
nately he was not hurl.

If we accept as a definition of a
“Professional Turner” as one who

After his accident, Dave Lancaster started wearing o hockey player's helmet when
he was turning in his shop. The pile of shavings behind him gives you an idea of
how much Dave turns as a full-time professional. Photos: Courtesy of Dave Lan-
casher

sells most or part of whalt he turns, all
of the above are professional turners.
Stirt and Lancaster are at the top of
the profession. Yet they both got hurt.
[ got hurt. The other two did not, al-
though they could have. Any one of
these accidents could have been hor-
ribly disastrous, if not fatal. We're
talking about seeing, breathing, think-
ing apparatus ... eyes, noses, heads.
Head to  be
lightly.

I will admit that deep down I al-

trauma 15 nol taken

ways knew that the ” Big Kids" didn't
really wear face shields. Yeah, sure ...
when they were teaching or demon-
strating they did, because they had to.
Every turner to whom [ have pul that
proposition has agreed with me.
Therefore if 1 am to be one of the “Big
Kids,” T don't always have to observe
all the safety rules all the time ... 1
should observe most of the rules most
of the ime ... But Himml: a break, a
face shield when I am sanding a bow],
a pen, a wine stopper? When I'm just
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standing there getting ready to do the
next step? C'mon!

That is the undercurrent. Why? 1
don't know. I just know that we are
all human and that is a pretty human
kind of fecling.

Last January Lancaster underwent
surgery to open the breathing pas-
sages damaged in his accident. I'm
lucky I did not lose an eye or worse.
Stirt could have had those five
stitches in an eye. Albrecht could
have been killed by something
SMALL, say a 5-in. x 1-in. x 1-in.
piece of red oak in the thrpat or fore-
head. Wohlfart or his wife or both
could have been very badly hurt or
WOTSe,

It is interesting that these all, ex-
cepl for Wohlfarl's, happened under
rather
during

what could be considered

harmless situations, not

The plate broke loose and hit
me on the left side of my face.
The ambulance dispatcher told
me to take my hand atway from
my eye and put a compress on
il to stanch the bleeding. I told
feim that I couldn’t do that.
“Why not?” he asked, * Be-
canse ['m afraid my eye will be
in it and I don't want to see
that." — Ken Keoughan

roughing, working with a massive-
out-of-balance piece or aggressively
hogeing out wood. Glue joints did
not fail, face plate screws didn't pull
out. These are cautious, prudent peo-
ple. It is very rare that Al Stirt does
not wear a face mask. David Lan-
caster wasn'l even working on the
pii:;'t:, but the lathe was running. All
have analyzed what happened and

have theories as to why the pieces
came off the lathe. But these are only
theories and there are only four of
them out of the thousands of wavs in
which accidents of these types could
happen.

The paint here is that many, if not
most of us, are not heeding the dan-
ger. The rim speed of Albrecht’s piece
was 47.1 ft. per second. Wohlfarts was
52.8 ft. per second. In the time it takes
to say “One thousand one” shards,
chunks, pieces of wood have traveled
40-to-50-ft. That isn't “faster than a
speeding bullet”, but ...

[ could go on, but my purpose here
is not to beat a dead horse. Itis to pre-
vent a dead turner.

Ken Kepughan is a writer and turner in
Friendshmp, ME., and a contrilnbing edi-
tor af American Woodtarner.

Help Us Teach Turners To Work Safely

There is very limited data available about accidents involving wood lathes.
Perhaps I don’t know where to look, but I didn’t turn up much information.
Governmental agencies that compile these data apparently are not tracking in-
dependent woodturners or non-industrial woodturning accidents, so far as we
know. Nor apparently are any of the major trade associations. Let us hear from
yvou — Not safety tips, but accident scenarios. If we can gather enough info on
accidents, we can warn others, and help other turners avoid what you experi-
enced. And perhaps manufacturers can learn what they need to know to come
up with better protective equipment. The face shields we now have may not al-
ways be adequate, but they are all most of us have now. Make sure you wear
yours until something better is available. The hockey helmet that Dave Lan-

caster is now using may be a good start. — Ken Keoughan
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